
 
 
 
NATIONALITY AND BORDERS BILL 
  
The Nationality and Borders Bill passed through the House of Commons in December and moved to 
the House of Lords. It had its second reading in the House of Lords on Wednesday, 5th January. 

 
Since it first appeared, there has been widespread concern over aspects of the Bill that show a lack of 
respect for international law and for the dignity and rights of each person made in God's image. 
The speeches in the House of Lords reflected this: numerous members raised objections to the Bill's 
more problematic measures, and it is clear that there will be some serious amendments proposed. 

 
The Bishop of Durham ended his speech: 

 
The Bill should be an opportunity to create a fair, compassionate and effective asylum system that 
works for the taxpayer, communities and those seeking asylum. Sadly, on many counts I fear that it 
does not work. We on these Benches will work with others to propose a range of amendments. I fear 
that the Bill fails the Home Office’s own values; it certainly fails to uphold the UN Convention on 
Refugees and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

  
The Together with Refugees coalition, of which Christian Concern for One World is a member, is has 
focused on asking parliamentarians to make two key changes: 

 
1) the removal of clause 11, which would would allow the Home Office to treat refugees differently on 
the basis of how they arrived in the UK, and 

  
2) the introduction of a target of resettling 10,000 people annually. This would include the places 
available from the Afghan Citizens Resettlement Scheme, but also enable people from other countries 
to have access to safe routes. 

  
In addition, we share with many others concerns about: 

  

• the impacts of the Bill (especially Part 5) on efforts to end modern slavery and to help those 
who have been enslaved, and 
(for more information, see this analysis from the Rights Lab at the University of 
Nottingham; this letter from charities dealing with modern slavery; and this response from the 
UK's Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner) 
  

• Clause 9 of the Bill, which gives Government the power to deprive people of their citizenship 
without first giving them notice. 

  
The Nationality and Borders Bill will  go to Committee Stage on 27th January, at which point the 
members of the House of Lords will have the chance to debate proposed amendments and request 
responses from the Government. It will then be voted on during the Report Stage, which will most 
likely take place in March. 

  

https://7lysr.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/f/gQOLpx7siQFXw6FEMvi0X5vaIZwbhlPst0dR_0p5yLjc-BSondztpl-_sjKman0Le6ItjnQezbY0-IIzOMb-ykcMQGiT6HHj7a29U2GsmVyl_LNmN26M8NpTS89m1sWCFv8em11YBrTQOan987Xj32iWAcK3-ZHFOmnbXis5HwZ4DDXucAozK74-GiA0PA
https://7lysr.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/f/nbsEBXa2d40_4c43rPZ8sX7jz1siMXv2wrj0fwOgnudK_ELJXdk8P_WUwwNRIrobDsifRgESpJ2nHt7umEl9Zlbx0-vi13qN3TlA48B8rH54rW07Uz5aOBhGfzwRXENl43lcM7MhVbdMd-xpQ1C4nqrlV505ON0j56N30TpZeDbfSGl43baP3vA9XSXYSw
https://7lysr.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/f/IE_ZMKj0yUsPX1EddMJOzGIdudZmutmUwd2VSx-HXY52nnpvQBDbFoEmXE0WtQEgWk60D04kVtol6oEBuTYPeymqWJhDDhqtc--wBGdSbSji38-2DQCCRGIUH-r4Nxk_AQC1d3Jo475CSHffGUYN96uuRGii-FmOQZng6CG4E2hkhIIB9bODCc-28hPIrQ
https://7lysr.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/f/MwBGXSsmMFKqhcWhtFwzOp4nio_AywI9jSx1sa2kLyiL-DZklzI-1-qwTn-lykfTfeV3hFQIDPnF1JSu3NbDPW-m2jXLfKjlRjkQHk2UCAAWQzexE4m5PvIh82vXO1MqqmyrfLHQABXuee0i3otC-HnfVHEqPznWrSln9a1m8_n5UqS3sn1So3_m511uHQ


FOR PRAYER 
Please join in praying throughout this month: 

  

• for members of the House of Lords and their staffs as they work on amendments to the 
Nationality and Borders Bill 

• that the Bill will be amended in ways which remove its most problematic proposals and help to 
create a "fairer, more compassionate and more effective asylum system" 

  
FOR ACTION 

• Find out more! Read the Together with Refugees Parliamentary Briefing. 

• Help other people get involved! You can use this CCOW leaflet - easy to distribute at church 
and meetings. 

• Prepare to lobby your MP - we'll be sending out materials you can use. Lobbying during 
February would be ideal. 

  

https://7lysr.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/f/c9jr-0B5swfpWakzNXJbavVHmL7YHeXvMCV7xBijMUrM9L9PVEuYEMbvqmgnaNkNVGC5X8dlVTmH5KgP0b_Nc0fST9EBV_FwJE5wsk4jqpPXlHgaXmlpBtkFwvH6KkObXOY4EQUcAMJz8bHeTH3MZ2PudJpnlGODterq8c4vu2QbgDdAC0UZiJ0EBeHsJA
https://7lysr.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/f/g_XSKPNHpTN9B7tBfiNm0OC0rydiU7ZgGmMul9-GaGPpcQVbGRvLwDwvHOGtz4vGKQCeC-rn_LLq9k0JphIJWWAVDQJyNv-ma2v5yiz8XuUZJKHTxBAbDak2QwwMU4embrvGltPvPXCEy2or-ks7a3GSYrFWUNgdLUlhXhfPdlmzauce0k7RbIMuVVB3Lg

